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PREFACE. 


TT may be ſuppoſed by many of our brethern, that I 
1 have taken too much upon myſelf, in offering this 
K- 


amine the Reps winch have led to it, before 
jentence againſt me. I ſhall give a brief ſketch of 
ſereut occurences which have 


is a child of God, the Rev. E. B—ry ſtopped me, and 
denied the aſſertĩon. We diſputed this, and other points 
beſore his pariſhoners, near an hour: and when he could 
not obtain his end, he promiſed to ſend me a book, writ» 
ten by a very learned biſhop, which was to convince me of 
iay error, and lead me into the good and right way. Ne- 
{orc he left the houſe, I iutreated him to allow me to finath 
my diſcourſe, before the people were diſmiſſed. He grant- 
ed my requeit, and we peaceably conclhudel our worſhip. 
But when he had conſulted with the other 

upon the ſubject, he was determined to exerciſe his autho- 
rity as a ma giſtrate; and therefore declared, the firſt 
preacher that went to that place, ſhould be taken up. He 
alſo declared, if it had not been for bis brother, at whoſe 
houſe I then reſided, he would have ſent me to Lincoln 
caſtle. We got the houſe licened immediately. In a few 
weeks there was a quarter ſeſſions in Spilſby, where I at- 
tended to take the oaths, which are neceſſary to ity a 
diſſenting miviſter ſor the pulpit. When I went to the 
bar, Mr B——ry was one of the magiſtrates on the bench, 
and u:/v/ently oppoſed me, in a very crowded aſſembly. He 
3 and 
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jere 1 * ee toleration act 
&c. We diſputed for half an hour in the town's houſe, 
before all that were I Wanted a licence as a 

methodiſt diſſenter. would not allow me to take the 
who 


great book, and read the a& of toleration to 
then propoſed to give me a licence 
and on no other terms. Being forced to 
is condition, I ſubmitted; and then went 
preach in Skendalby, where many heard the 
with ure. From that time, 1 have con- 
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ſidered i 
Mr Fiſh, one of our preachers, entered into a warm 
conteſt 


5 


me, on my calling the merhodiſts diſſenters. 
two years, we had a paper war oa this ſubject. We 
long letters once a month, each of us ſtriving 


church, he often attended afternoon prayers, in the 
he preached: and he condemned every 
did not reverence the eſlabliſhment. At 
however, he {aid afide his prejudice, was ordained 
diſſenting miniſter, and went to the Weſt Indies ; 
where he preaches now with his gown and bands, to the 
great advantage of our cauſe. 
- Nothing very particular happened with me on this ſub- 
all the year 1791. I was then cloſely beſieged by 
of the Whitby ſociety ; who trove to force 


it to. He wiſhed my wife might climb up 190 Reps to 
- he church, after ſhe bad laid in, and give the pariſh prigſt 
ſixpence to ſay over a few prayers on her account, and the 
clerk one penny, for the trouble he might be at, in ſaying 
amen As we had a public prayer meeting every frid iy 
in our chapel at 12 o'clock, a. her hearty conſent, we 
praiſed God there for his mercies, pleaded with him for 
iuture bleſſing, and ſaved ſcvenpence, by doing our own 
work. He then ſtrove to compel me to let the miniſter 
'baptize our child, but in this he could not prevail. 

.* Soon aſter the death of Mr Weſley, I anſwered the let · 
ter that was publiſhed from Hull, and ſent it anonymous 


to Newcaſtle. The preachers, leaders, and ſlewards of | 


that 


make his own cauſe. He was ſo warm for the 
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that ſociety, who were {a the *. ſentiments, made a 
few ſlight alterstions in it, and publiſhed it, with a poſt- 
ſcript of their own. , 

Contrary to my expeQation, and againſt my deſire, I 
was appointed to labour in Neweaſtle circuit, at the con- 
ference, in 1791. Aſter Mr Cownley had received a 
ſccond abuſive letter from Mr G— {a leader of that ſo- 
cieiy) he told me his mind was exerciſed with various 
things, which led him to determine rot to open it. He 
gave me the letter, deſiring, if I thought it was worthy 
of an ar wer, to write to Mr G— I wrote him my 
mind freely on the ſubjet. Be replied. I anſwered his 
reply. He ſent my anſwer back ſealed up, as though it 
hd never beea opened ; but ungenteely took an imperfect 
copy before it was returned: which he afterwards pub. 
litzed. Fre begun the correſpondence again, which I an- 
twered, After wat:ing a few weeks, cotrary to my 
2 Se. and milou ny con/eut, he publiſhed all the . 


waich had pall:d ou the ſubject, ck a very bitter 7 
cu ip of his own: and ſpread the pamphlet 


neighbourhood. As t ne letters did not contain my = 
ments fully oa the ſubjets ia diſpute, T wrote a 
let, called an addreſs to the friends and members of the 
Newcaſt's Society, and publithed it early in the year 
1792. Whnever reads the letters and the addreſs, with 
an unprejudice! mind, will be confirained to acknowledge, that 
we had truth, and the ſcriptures of truth on our fade. 

I wrote many private letters on this before the 
conference returned: and a long anſwer t@ the printed 
letter from Leeds, ſigned by a number of the Brethern 


ard Siſters of that place. 
In July I was regularly ſummoned to attend the con- 


ference, bs ng 115 pea my addreſs to the 
Newcaſtle friends. pr paſſed 
by Meſirs Bradburn ad omas Taylor, though they 


— 2 many circuits on the minutes before me, (be- 
men, and my opponents thought 
e 
3 motives and candacft While I read an 
addreſs to the conference, (which I am conſtrained fo o- 


mit inſerting here, for want of room, ) moſt of the preach- | 
ers were in tears. When they had tried me part of two 


P they could . 
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i\liberal ſentiments that were publiſhed ſrom the Leeds con- 
{zrance, yet I made no public reply to them. Many of us 
mourned in filence, and let antwers to individuals ſuf- 
fice, who ſupported the featiments of theſe letters. My 
ume was taken up a good deal with the play-actors and 
others, who violenthy oppoſed a pamphlet, which 1 had 
written, on horſe races, cards, attending the play-houſe, 
and dancing. The Lord, however, enabled me to put to 
A 1794, I was appointed to attend the conference in 
Briſtol. Oa my way, in London, I b-came acquainted 
with the deſigi of a convention of truſtecs, that were then 
ef:mbled in the New-Chapel. Ia Briſtol 1 wrote my 
mind freely to the conference upon the diſputes that then 
agitated us; but when the letter was read, ſeveral per- 
ſons clamoured for its immediate deſtruttizn. A majority 
of the conference wer e hurried haſtily to condemn it to be 
torn in pieces by the prefident, but they have ſince had 
cauſe to 
properly conſidered, it would have prevented our religi- 
ous conteſt laſt year, and been attended with many other 
advan I have not room in this pamphlet to pub- 
lik it. Several copies of it are in the hands cf different 


Wes the war in Briſtol had greatly agitated our con- 


n:xion, I cu dere i: my duty, to pr bliſh the letter, ſign 
$0 ( 


repem of that haſty Rep. If my letter had been 


vii 
ed nd Big, e 
and fent to a nu ber of that it might give a fair 
repreſentation of ſome things, which had not then been 
: Gdered 


When Mr Ms letter reached Aberdeen, (a ſeo 
aſter I had ſent mine to the office,) 1 was very much 
3 and determined, if my way was made plaiu, t-» 
it. After much deliber2tion and prayer, 4 ab- 
- liſhed the letter figoed Martin Luther: my Name Was 
vitheld from both theſe letiers, /f no o er rcaſon, tan 10 
prevent auy of them from being ent vack, and to provert 
being ruined by the poltage of 1-'ters, hat would have 
been ſent to me on account of them. For, many would 
have rebuked, reproved, am: .nilned, cautioked, &c. 1 
ſoreſaw this e vil, ye” hid myſeil trom its i: fluence, 


I wrote the pamphlet figned Paul and Silas, ſeveral 


weeks before the conference. After adviſing with a few 
cf my brethern, it was ſent ia Maucheftter, to the preis. 
Mr Suter added, the obſervations, which begin at the 
20 h page, and finiſh the pan phlet. It was given to the 
preachers the fiaſt day the conſerence met. I hope none 
vf theſe labours have been in va:n. 
la the time of the conference, many of us refuſed to 
vote for different articles of pacification. We entered 
our proteſt againſt them at the time they were read. 
When we ſaw an appearance of tome of our rulers beizg 
of iwo meani „„ ad- 
i 57 of the 
Mot of thoſe — gn, were 


very 7 reſpetiable men, as their names would te llity, were I | 


to publith them. 
Honeured Fathers and Brethern. 

We are extreamly forry, that auy thing ſhould cauſe 
<< us to differ ia ſentĩment, from a majority of the conſe- 
« rence. We are conflrained 16 do it, from a principle 
of truth and honelly. It appears to us, that no rule made 
« in this houſe ſhould be capable of beariag double mean 
« ing. We are forry to find an f of duplicity 
in ſome of our rules. We exceedingly object to the addi- 
tion which is made to the firſt propeſition of recancilia. 


«tion, unleſs you add to it Mefirs Thompion, Benſon, and 
« Bradburn's explanation of the word feparatian. 1t this 
—_— 
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« be not granted, we jnintly enter our proteſt againſt that, 

« and every cther rule of the ſame nature. And iptreat 

« the preachers met in conference, to reſpect their cha- 

a raQer, by making their rules ſa explicit, that no perſon 

« may miſunderiiand them. We are your affectionate 

« brethren in the Goſpe ] &c. 

Ils there any thing in this afidrefs, but what reafon and 
- the Bible require? Aclamomr, hov ever, was made againſt 
us, before it was read, and che preſident actually ſup preſced 
it, without its being publicly read to the preachers. Se- 
vera] eried out it was deſigged to divide us: and it was 
ſome time betore t hey would ceale compiaining on this 
bead. Does not this addref. breathe the. ſpirit ef the 
| in adviſing the conference to make its rules and 
* Jaws fo explicit, that they may be known by all? And in 
r2commending truth and honeſty in all our meaſures? If 
this divide us, auhaf it it that keeps w together? It our op- | 
poſing brethern had ſuif:red it to have been read, it is 
very probable, they would have been cf a different mind. 

5 converſing with ſeveral of our moſt fenfivle and pions 

brethern in the miniſtry, on the neceſſu y of having our 

matters better adjuſted, I have been led to offer my ſenti- 
ments upcn different ſubjects. I have no dt ſign to jure 
the cauſe of methodiim, or to leſſen any of our brethern 
in the eſteem of the people; but to prevail, File, on 
the preachers every where, to fix fuck a corftitutiun, as 
ſhall unite vs to our followers, in ſuch bonds, as ſhall ne- 
ver be broken. This would lead us to labour comforta- 
bly in the vineyard r , and conſtrain the world to 
acknowledge, that we have been with Jeſus. 

- I make no apology for what I have done, But humbly 
intreat all that read theſe pages to believe, that I have arm- 
ed at glorifying God, and being uſeful to our connexion, 
in all that 1 have written. If I am deceived, I hope 
God will prevent me from continuing in that ſtate. 

Ml. p- bleſiing neceflary for our future proſperity 
| ied to us in Chriſt Jetus! And may the people 
of rey nan and range, ſhare with my in he ſos | 
which are purchaſed by the blood of the 
wennn, that we and they may be happy, * the 


i: of eternity ! j 
* ALEXANDER KILHAM. 
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THE 
PROGRESS OF LIBERTY 
AMONGST THE 


METHODISTS., 


. what has been faid to the 


rr to repeat 
honour of our father in the goſpel, Mr Weſley. Per- 


ſons of every denomination have owned that, he was a 


ſpecial inftrament in the hands of the Lord, in reviving 
vital religion 


ifnot ſince the days of the apoſt 
When the Lord crowned his miniſtry 
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Eleven yes become — of 


But as 
ſoon found 


it neceſſary, to have ſervice in church hours, 


with baptiſm, _ Lords ſupper, and burial of the dead, 


— 


— ielded to their intreaties. and al- 


bees 


77 


hing into mavy of our chapels 


the in their own piaces 


It is generally ſoppaled, that — of the goſpel 
of every deromination, are more liberal in their principles 
— ＋ They 
fiudy, than moſt of their hearers. This enlarges their 
minds, and is eminently calculated to bavith frum them 
ſuperſtition, 1 prejudice, and party ſpirit. This was 
the caſe with 
enn in favor of our people 


his ald friend: to be champ ons foi the church of 


principally on his account; and conſtraincd them to go 


beyond him in their 2cal for the eflab'iſament. But 
when he faw it neceſſary to give the people in Scotland, 
and many ſocieties in land, libeity to worlkip in 
church hours Kc. they thought him inconſiſtant, and cri- 
ed loudly agaioit what they called 72nobation. If they 


had Rood in T his gion, wah the lance onlirged wenn, i it is 


very probavl:, his conduct would have met with their 
Co- 


he wiſhed to become all things to all 1 


rl of mi · 
_ niſters and communicants prevented their going with a 


Preac | 
in charck hours. but leg the methodils in Scodland to | 
r | 


have more time tor reading and ] 


Weſley. Is the in ancy and youth ef = 


continuing united with the church. In the pulpit he tre- 
guently infilted upon the ſame ſfubjet This led many cf 


ASS. 
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ſubmitted to their > oo 
ging his courſe. 

What they conſidered as foibles in his character, were 
ſome of the molt prajſe-eertly aftions of bis 56. He never 
conſidered himſelf infallable. He ſaw it necfſary to recede 
from his gerera! maxim;, in particular caſes and circum- 
ſtances. He oppoſed, as every ſenſible methodift would 
do in our preſent fruation, an open avowed ſeparation 
from the church of Eagland. But at the ſame time, he 
was ſufficiently convinced. that there were caſes in which 
it was not only lawful, but expedient for our people to 
vithdraw from forz2 mini/?.r;, and worſhip in church hours 
in our own chapels. He juſtified the — he took, both 
by converſation, and ia the different pieces he publiſhed 

on the ſub; 

"While Cverat of his old friends condemned him for giv- 


| | ing liveoty to many congregations, to worſhip as they 


were perſuaded would be moſt for the glory ot God, a 
er number of his molt ſenſible and pious followers, 
preachers and private members, ſuppoſe], he reſtric · 

ted the liberties of his people too much in many places ; 

and did not allow them all the priviledges which they ha. 

a right to demand of him, by the authority of the ſcriptures. 

Between the two 

tical {ituation. On the one hand, his love for the charch 

of England, and his deſire to ſpread a leven of vital reli 
ion through all her members,—what he had written in 

CCCP 

her.—A number of his old friends who had Rood by him 

when he was moſt expoſed to danger, and their — 
iarreaties for no alteration to take place in his plan; theſe 
things had 2 powerful influence on his mind. On the 

o her hand, the wickedneſs of many clergymen, and their 


preaching expreſly againſt the articles and homilies of 


the charch.—Our people in miny places determiging not 

7 
dach in ſau om houſe to or joining 

diſſeaters, —heir claiming liberty to worſhip God in their 
own chapels, and be borded it ouer their * 
cer, if he would not grant them this 
moſt ſenſible and pious helpers in the goſpel — 2 the 
cauſe of theſe ele. wich arguments founced ID 


he was brought into a very cri- 


— 
= * 


R “Ä. ß ⅛ —f1immnCmf ³˙A pe... cos 


uh Lf : + 1111112 TIF: lip 1 MY q 
RE wy [: 1 © 0 8 : i 1 
[343634175 
bt By 
e 
ji 
121 


h 


* 


large 


livi 


that a 


* 
. a J * | 8 
* 4 
* * ; 
. 7 
” j4 
g ' - 
Fre . ; 
* . 
- 
0 
»* 8 
v * ny = 0 a , p 
: | . 8 


Hat 
in 


— 


— 


by kis own inflecace, as 


m=thodiſm, and whick' were feed $0, vn | 


obliged to 
ceedingly unjuſt to 
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( 
met in London, in 1792, 
| of ordination or the 
and condemned. 9 long 


owned to be the work pat of 
not to paſs with i _ | | 
Aſier long and frovleſs debates on the facrament, it 
to the lot, vhether the Lord's fupper u be 


was 
ese bn England or not, the next year. As eaſi : 
this ſubject was contrary to God, and an eter · 
ſeripture, reaſon, and common ſenſe, it is 


expulſion. We leſt the conference under a dark cloud, 
which prevented the for of tiberty from ſuiniag upon our 
ecnbexien that year. God frowned from Heaven upon 
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them, to bring an 
Ass: eld not be falty adopted, many of them were er. 
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connexion, than that which prevailed the laſt year. | 
This, however, was Caniified by the grace of God, and | 
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Let us conclude this part of che pamphlet with a ſew 
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| which ha! 8... Y TOR and to creeds 
and articles of faith, which never have been ſeriouſly 
ſhould compoſe our religion ia fuch a fine, 
to our preſer.t condemnation, and to our 
al reproach ? 

2 In theſe nations we have a very great portion of 
liberty of conſcience. Our excellent laws atiow us to 
prove all things in religion, and to hold fait that which 
is good. If we are forced to ſupport the chm ch by tithes 
and offerings, we are nat conſtrained to be meiabers ct 
her body. We may renounce her do&rines and diſcip - 
line with impunity, and worthip God according to rhe 
defire of our heart, Our fathers look with car: 
oft defere to theſe days, and rejoice.i at the proſper of tus = 
followers of Jeſus, ever being bletſz4 with them. 0 / | 


$ Is it not amazi ſlrange, that any ſect or party 
ſhould refuſe to 29 what the laws of 9 
our country ſo chearfully allow? is it not cruelty and 1 
perſecution to reſtrict one another in thoſe things, which in 
are not eſſential to the ſalvation of the ſoul ? Does cot 
every man that would force his brother, to ſubmit to any 
modes of worſhip, againſt his own mind, act the part of 
Lr TAL ? We 
deteſt the conduct ing Neros, and ail t 
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{ 20 } | 
her worſhip, nor receive the ſacrament with her mem- 
bers, be allowed to worſhip where they pleaſes and to 
have the Lord's ſupper either among themſelves, . or 
where they can receive it to the glory of God, and their 
own ſatis faction. Is not this /mple plan exacłly i 


to the rules which our Lord and his apoſt'es have given as ? 


And does not reaſon ſpe ak in favcur of it, in each of our 
breaſls? We ſhonld loſe ſi ght of what we call ad or nn 
plans, ard ſollc w the uncrirg rules of the ſcriptures ; 
and thoſe principles of reaſtn, which ate fernd in the 
moſt pious followers of the Lord Jefus, as vell as in the 
reſt of the world. See an cxcellent pamphlet on tolera · 
tion, written by R. Robir ſon of Cambridge. 


PART THE SECOND. 


r 

f * 

r TUE 

8 OUT-LINES OF A CONSTITUTION ; 

3 HUNBLY 

. 5 T is allowed, that a chriſtian ſociety, is a vo- . | 


luntary aſſembly, of different perſons uniting together, MI 
f there de | 


join any 


are ſeveral things which engage to join with 
thoſe that are fiacere, who are not at all affected with 
the religion they profeſs. Perhaps the pooreſt commun- 
in the world, are the mot ſincere in their proſe ſion, and 
the moſt devoted to God. 

Nothing could be more free and voluntary than the 
fri ſocieties of the methodiſts. The people ar piiĩed 16 
Mc Weſley and his helpers, enquiring, What ſhali we do 
to be ſaved? They chearfully gave the right hand of 
fellowſhip to thoſe v/o were under the 1ame impꝛ eſſiouns; 
and were formed iuto claſſes, ro help each other in thoſe 
things which belonged to their peace. All our ſocieties 

were founded in his way. Every new 1ociety that is 
raiſed vp in any place, is tormed acc«rdiug to this rule. 
And all that jou our ſocieties in any place now, come 
for ard without any ccinpulſion, to be members of our 


body. —#_— | 
hearers to f from the mh to come ; and when we fee 


perſons affected by our word, and defirous of 


tlalvation in Chriſt Jeſus, we adviſe thetm to join the fol- 


Jonging to the different claſſes. In moſt cf the new ſoci- 


eties which are formed now, the the 


preachers appoint 
leaders, and othet officers in the church, if there are arty. 


Perhaps this has led fevers] preachers to ſuppoſe, that we 
have an abſclute right to appoint truſtees, leaders, and 
Rewards, without cunſulting any perſon ing to the 
ſociety: An afiſtant preacher, whoſe name not 
mention, wrote the following paragraph to a truſtee 
leader, of a certain ſociety. And when he did not 

| reſpect his authority, he kicked him down Rai 
put him out of the truſt · deed, took his claſs paper from 
Hun, and read him out (i che ſociety. This is the para» 
graph, “ The aflitart has a right to place or diſplace, 
% any le ward, leader, or member, as he jndges neceſſary, 
ede He qx oted the 1 bout 


ag og beret ill between ſociety in its 


We ſhould carefully 
infancy, and fockty 2 advanced toward ma- 
turity. It miigtt be very proper er (ur pitachcers to ap- 
point leaders &c. when many of our 
formed :; but to do it ax preſent alone, 


be exceed - 


om os the ct of ho eos It may be 
very right for us to appoiut leaders to new focietics which 
we 1 


now, but in ten or twenty years, we ſhould act 
the intereſt of our connexion, were we to do this 
without conſulting with any of the members of that ſoci- 


ference between us, and thoſe miniſters who are Ration» 


ed for 2228 h. We change 
hum uently, n 


and 
fuß. 


ſocicties were 


ety. And we ſhould never ferget, that there is a vaſi dif- | 


. to act in conſort with our peoplt in every thing. In thoſe 


_ exceedingly grieves them They wart ſomething to be 


may meet their views, 1 lan in fork ourſelves in any 


rere WwH eee e rene 
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£ upon 
condust, it wa 'be our wiſdom and iutcreſt, to me» 
move it as far as phie. In many Pte they have 
had ju cauſe to — Their complaints have nat 
exceeded the bounds of maderation And the n! way 
to remove their jeatouſy and filence their complaints. is 


circuits where the preachers do this, the people are hap- 
py and ſatisſed. They confiler themſelves highly ſa- .** 
vyoared, and bleſs God for their privi eges. But when w 
other preackers are appointed of a different couduR, it A 


b red. to prevent any preacher from acting contrary to 
the intereſts of the ſocieties : as well as to make the preach- 
ers at in confort with each other. It is probable, we 


"Fink, tet us conſider the. —-— wo the fi 

.T ppm, foundation, would i be neceſſary, 
0 4 it not 

for the rules cf our ſocieties and bands, to be careully 


notes on the 
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it to our leaders and -peo- 
prev ſubmit- chearfully to 
mend it in roh 


is the ſtate of their mind? how often they are viſited ?— 
what relief is given to the poor ?-what is the cauſe 
that different perſons are ſo many times abſent from their 
claſſes ? hat can be done to make them meet better !— 
who are ignorant and unawakened us ?—who 
are reſting in convictions: and good defires !—who are 
walking at liberty, and going on to perfection o are 
| ing cold and luke - warm ?—who are living ia any 
thing contrary to their !—what ſhall be done 
to the perſons above named, to help forward their falva- 
tion — which is the beſt method of leading a claſs ?— 
what method do you-uſe hat ſubjects would be the 
beſt to preach on, in the greſent Rate of our Tociety f— 
what can the preachers do to be more uſeful ?—can we 
appoint a more excellent way of meeting the bande 
ean we prevail on more of our people to meet in them 
c. &c, It thete, and other ſubjects were ferioully o- 
ſidered, an hour might be-ipent very profitably once a 


ctu ec week, and the Rate. of the poor and the fick partie 
eularly enquired into, reſpecting their different neceſſities, 
their wats might be ſupplied, and every thi ir. 
to the out war d welfare of the ſociety, mi 
juſte d. ; | 

5. Our local preachers are in general, a ve 
pat of our body. Many of them are men 
tics, and very laborious in the work of the 
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| the miniſtry ? This would-cauſe a general rejoicing to 


congregations, and be a 


to the connexion: 


[> perions to labour 7 Meng our people. 


[a thoſe towns where there re ſeveral local 
would it not be er uſeful, far the travelling, 
preachers in the — ce —_ 
or once a fortnight, to have a free converſatien 
them, upon the pda + 2 
vaſt of things might be conſi dere d, which are 
whe knowo, to make us workmen the? nerd mat to bo 


C'3 efance. 


who cannot explain to the | 
any ſenſible chriſtian, a number of d. ctrir es, which are 


vangelical r 


What is {anc 


ſuitable ſor the difſerent congregati —_— 
and what method 1 ? 


Would there be any fin in exanining the ſermor.s — 1 


ASS 


ſome as too far, but all who wiſh to be 
and uſcful mmiſters of the goſpel, would be thankful to 
have any of their errors out, and = more excel - 
way explained. If Claud's Eſſay on the compriſition of 
a fermon was read and confidered, part by part, very 
much be derived trom that incompa- 
rable publication. | are a number of other books, 
which are calculated' to be uſeful to all, 
who enk publicly in the name of the Lord Jeſus. A 
a areas. dar bo. contooes, ahahawpho=y 

ture, 


in thoſe meetings, with meekne/r and fear, 


— — ow in juſtification ? — 


ould it not be well to corſider at. when cen con: 


be edified? This would be conſidered by | 
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{( 21 
„ee of Carift, and 
to bring ſinners to repentance, would thankful:y embrace 
every opportunity of learning how to accompliſh ſuch 

as ends, If theſe meetings were conducted acco - 
— of God, they would be {rho-ls for ail 
among vs, 2nd the whole cranexion 
under their irflzence. Travelling 


7 


2. an doctrine, that they might {peat in 
public with propriety, ar.d be uſeful in the meeting af 
the local preachers. The local preachers would poifefs 
1 which would encourage them 

to give diligence to buy up every opportunity that uf - 
ſers, to increaſe in wiſdom and knowledge. We ſhould 
* bw to A erg from 


finiſh ou conſe with joy. an the nanifl 
of the Lord Jiu. If ſuch meetings broug 


more labour on aſſiſtant preachers, and on thoſe of their 
help in this glorious work, it would 


| The eos of what is obſerved above, will appear 
to every perſon, that will only take time to thick on the 
ſubject. Many ot our local preachers are men of g 
n ſitu ation in life; 


be confirained to give themſelves to 
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tend to this part d our duty. 

In many cirenits. the loc :! — fopyly- <a . 
— — we preach only on work day 
evenings. have opportunity of hearing tem, 
who cannot always hear us. Meter rack the wage <f 
Gad with propriety and facceſs, the pee are encoura- 
ged to come forward to hear us. "They ſuppote, if the: 


perſons that labour fix days in the week in temporat ba- 


ſineſs can preach ſq well, what may. thev. not expect from: 
the travelling preachers, v ho hare nothing to do, but at» 
tend on the miniſtry. When this is- the caſe, they. cowe 
chem fully forward to hear, and our mutual laboyrs ave 
bleſſed to their ſouls. On the otaer hand, when a locul 
| murder. b text, produces nat hing hut eu no- 
e ere ol a place in the pulpit, and een cd. 
ingly in his harangue, acthoug 
GET important, every ſenfible. bewer is 
and many 


more. like. madmen, than rational creatures, avd. will: 
eome no more to hear any of us. They alſo- nfluesr.ce: 
others. to think * ms, and to. „* our: public: 
 miniſtrations. 

6 As it is impoſſihle to allow cr people, to choole- 
their miniſters, on account of the itinerant plan, yet: 
„ 
, in reeeiving, and continuing. to 
travel with. us ? What do they deſire on this head? 1. 
That every local preacher be a ſuſſicient ti he on trial, 
— —.— 

that are pious and moral — have 7 
2 ——-—T wee 2 


declare we are all enthofiaſts: thas: an 
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propoſed ta travel. 2. That none be propoſed 
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Le And 1 
fu mejor of hath thſe mertings, 
ſhould n 


171 


ſerence act as they ſuppcie will be r the glory of God, 
in this matter. E contidering, that, rd. 09 Aiſpaſfo- 
a s is the voice uf Cad. | 
1 (peak with reverence, when I ask. orght not the 
to be lizard, when they Jechire in a number of 
— that di leren preachers i in fall ecnuexion, have 
not abilitics for their work ; ur that their character, at- 
ter being tried lor a number of eus, is 4 reproach to 
cur cauſe? Subuld nur ſuch pertuns have ſomething l- 
lowed tle n to begia br. lincls with, and either gwe vp 
preaching aitogetacr, or oi. ' preach where they are dc- 
fire4 10 do it, as local picachers? Ought not our peo- 
ple wo be graliſied in th. i repeated requeus on this hend, 
and be convinced, that we lady their happivels in every 


rhisg ? 
Should 


„ e „enn T_T eee e err n 
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every | 

cipline exerciſed. We walk in the ſame rules and mint the 
fame things : things which make for our peace, and by 
which we may ediſy one another Every ſociety, how- 
ever, is independent of each other, in matters of an indif- 
ferent nature. And none have a right to lord it over 
the conicirnces of their brethern. P 


A. GS del CLAS we are 


all br:thren in him. Tois gives every ſo:iety, let its mem 
bers be many or few, an unalienable right to worſhip 
TOTS. Tais gives every ſociety in our con- 
right to determine, what hours are moſt ſuita- 


worſhip.— here and how the re 
ä &c. K. And a majmrity of 


fir in every pace ougi always tbe eee 
of importance 


before any is determined. As no 
ſociety is ſo large but it may 1 
ted ſor worſkip, the faireſt and moſt 3 


of knowing inds of the peaple, would be Rating 
the je! prope, an endexrorig to bras the 


would give a number of cl v2!erans in the cauſe of Chrilt, 
a little time to tirm their la ups, before they emer upon 


reachers, truſtees, 
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. } qaarterly meeting. 7 
; MS r 


tay a ſecond year with the 
if any of them maſt be changed. 


| 1. Hast ought 's be continued a ſecond year ig a circuit, to the 


diſadvantage of a brother of equal ſtandiqg in the work, 
and whoſe family has a right to an equal ay with that 
of his. If both of them cannot da, let the man that is 
the moſt and whoſe labours have been 
bleſſed, be 


ly, determiaing always, never 12 be biaſed by any , . 
tion, but the glory of God, and the good of his exmaſe. 
It may alſo be neceſſary to mention, what preachers are 
likely to ſait the circuit, and propoſe, with ſubmiſſion to 


the will of God, and with the conſent of the Aria and. 


13 probable, the conference will 8 
point that, lay deligates from the quarterly, ſhall attend 


temporal concerns of che circuit. And in the quarterly 

meeting immediately after the meeting of the i 
very thing ſhould be laid before ths brethren that 
A 

| itipned, as matters ſhould determine it 
would befor the advamtare of our comnerin, for ie. 

| ter 


| 


ö 
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In them we may eur 


um between the people and us. 


tily umiir to promote each other's intereſts. If we ſuf - 


ter them to be on foch a foundation, as the welfare of 


"To 


any thing we have yet expe 


make them as uſeful as poflible, 


them both be preſent when the buſineſs of the dif. ). 


Le 


from the beginning to the end. 
98333 of the preachers be ealled over 


j il 


un ro of examining each others charae | 


e 


at us. In a place | | 


makes ſenſible 


. where we have laboure, when 


aſked, Has 


are preſent but ourſelves, it is 


greveh 


* Wecan- 


each, other unleſs it be tor 


ink brother 
„ 


any p 


that ren- 


gifts 


acceptable and uſeful ? Are there any ſouls awa- 


der him 


— nd our of 


”. N ” bd 


the meeting of the diflri, and ſuitabſe anfwers returned, 
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| quarterly 
have full liberty to chooſe out oi their body one 


_ the diſtricts they repreſent. To anſwer any 


F Arad... Ye. % ͤrG e e . Mo 


ele e 


Or does he lounge away his mornings in bed, and ſpend 
a great part of the day in ĩdleneſs? Is he an eternal fmo- 


ker, or does he abſtain trom every thing that would ren- 


der his company diſagreeable ? &c, 
— Theſe. and fimilar queſtions, might be propoſed in 


according to the manner of our conducting — 22 
tore the people. It is impoſſible to have a fair candid 
examination of our character, but in the quarterly and 
diſtrict 1 The necefity and of this. 
mode ot examination are fo clear, that there are few 


. preachers but what would wikf.c i it : unleſs it be thoſe 


who are conſcious that their conduct would not bear the 
teſt af ſuch an excelent plan. 

3. I: mighz then be propoſe n who ſhould continue in 
the circuits another year, — here thoſe might remove 
with adv who ſhould leave their circuits, —wrhat 


Is 


| 7 the conference to + 4a 


ſhould conſider moſt adviſable. 


proſpe ed ſince they were divided. 


5. To fix as far as poſſible, where the ſervice, dan be 


introduced in church hours, —where the Lord's ſupper 
{hall be introduced, or where it ſhall be given up. 


6. Who oughz to > ud the conference—by what 


.conveyance ought they to go How ſhall the circuits be 


ſupplied in their abſence 

7, Lalily, with ſubmiſiion to the preachers, and the 
connexion at large, to appoint one or two lay delegates 
from every diitrict meeting, to attend the conference. 
That is, the delegates from the ſhall 
two 
men to attend the conference, to lay before the preachers 
the minutes of the diſtrict meetings, and to tranſact the 


affairs, both ſpirizual and tzmporal, as far as they can, of 
of the 


that ma, be propnſed, and to ſee that the 


people are pioperiy * Their 2 to be 
v 


bcrae 


One diſtriet meeting in the year, 


ſor every thing that would happen in moſt diſtricis, be- 
tween the conferences. Where any thing 
happened, which requii 
meet 1 
IEG he took 

be ſertled in the extraordinary meeting of the diſtrict. 


adjuſted there, be relerred to the corference. 


connexion are both conſidered and ſettled in the confe- 
rence, it will be necefſary to bring them for aid, before 
any is ſaid about the ment of our affairs, in 
2 We have been ſo many years in the ha- 


be nk wag. our temporal matters alore, that any 
our 


cur intereſts. But if ve ſuffer curſelves to think upon 


the many reflections which have been thrown, out againſt . 


us on this head, we ſhall wiſh to remove the affearen.ce of | 
evil, from the ſight of our people. Though we as a body 
are poor when we with ethers, yet we 
raay be by the collections we have under cur 
care, and not uſe them to the glory cf God. They may at 
leaſt be an ccugſen of evil to ſure, if they are not 


church of Rome, and choſe of :;*utioral churches ſo lazy, 
and at the ſame time ſuch a reproach 

conduct? And what would binder vs from bein 
they are, im our life and converſation, were we c 


py Ag gy eo ron bags Frag et 
ous as we are, u Conſtantine turned chriftian: but 
when He richly endowed the magriticent churches 


whch be built, «nd railed the cingy tocigrity ard | 
honour, they were corrupted, and became a curſe in the 


earth. If we were endowed with riches, and raiſed to 
hononrable lucrative places, which of us would te able 
to Rand againſt the influence of corruption? In infinite 
mercy the Lord has kept us poor to the preſent, to pre- 

vent 


conducted in the beſt $ 
manner that could be deviſed, would be quite fuſficient | 


c xtraordi F 
2d immediate redreſs, a dil 
thing ſeitled as far as | 
And what could rot 


might lie over to the proper 601i meeting, ard if not | 
As the temporal as well = Sl — of cur | 


plan on this ſobj-&, may ſeem againſt. 
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ere 
12 What is it makes the miniſters of the 
r 


their Places and enjoyed their livings ? Perhaps the 


An © only publiſh 
will only ſuffer a fair ſtatement cf cur wants to be laid 


are exp2nded, they cannot conſider us upright 


proceedings 
— of thouſands. And it i is { 


oe an fue being ile oe] hecding » corn che c- 


tions. We had better want a few handred pounds ut a 
1 ſupply our deficiencies, than have ore 


It is Coppoted, however, that our preſent neceſſities 


have ariſen from wrt of coomomy : 4nd, that gur col- 


eee than folficient to 
all our wants. is the opinion of many of 
our moſt ſexſible people ; and ſeveral of them have with- 
held their ſubſcriptions, till we will alſow, a more equi 
of diſburſement to be adopted. They re- 
quently declare, we keep our money matters ſecret. and 
groſs ſums of what we expend, that we 
may hide from om peop e, a number of things that would 


not bear examination. They ſolemnly declare, if we 


before them, they will help to the u:moſt of their power. 
But while we will not publiſh in detail, the monies that 
in our 
This is not the opinion of a few, hut the 


peedily d. 


have many nag exons ver 


The following, or a Gaier plan, would ſatisfy all par- 


1i-s, and A miniſters 


of Ie ſus Chriſt. 
D 3 


1. A 


ives of the people, and defire to aQin union with them, | 
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rule, in | 
Lear from any circuit Rewards. It is very unrealoua 


bie 


'@a horſe bef 
one for yourſelf, ei 
by borrowing a little ? 
be your .and it ——— on ſuould pay 
for him. Beſides, all the preachers from the bep 2 
have bought their own Horſes, if they 2 eider 7a | 
or borrow money to do it. Ihaſe preachers that could 


ſary to aſk himhow long he has had it? What be-fold his 


laſt horſe fr, and what he gave for the one he wiſhes to 
part with ? Whether he cannot exchange it for a betier, 
and advance the money himſeif ? II he cannot, Jet the 
When a horſe is fairly worn out in travelling the cir- 
cuits, or any accident happens, either to deprive him of 
life, or of ability for the Jabours of the circuit, chen eve» 
ry thing ſhould be done that the necefiity of the caſe re- 
quires. But Jet no preacher. make a callection for him- 
ſelf, or any of his for him. If a private col- 
lection will be ſufficient, let the friends be ſpoken to by 
che. leaders or fiewards, and the money that is given be 
paid into the hands of the circuit Rewards, that every 
thing may be done to the ſatisfa&tion of all that are con- 


Let a ſuitable perſos be employed to exchange 
Thr 


ſpeak to any of their particular friends for this coller- 


| -C< 005 
Spot nd ld doctor 
be any. by the Rtzwards: or if the collection be more 
than ſufficient, let the ſurpluſs be given to them. 'I 
could relate four or five true naratives, which would juſ- 
tity every Rep | have recommended. "Theſe are fo well 

in many circuits, that the remembrance cf them 
to this dau, is very ous tn our people. 

The yearly, Kingſwood, and. preachers-fund the» 
tions, ſhould never come into the hands cf any of us, till 
| they are brought to the conference. We ſhould take 
22 defiga to ſubſcribe to the year- 
ly collection, and let, the leacers receive; and give it to 
the circuit . The leaders ſhould alſo receive 
the colleQion wherever it is made, and Jet it 
alſo be to the laſt quarter meeting, and given to 
circuit Rewards. The Rewards and leaders ſhould be 
deſired ti ſpeak to ſuch friends as can help to ſupport 
| the worn ont preachers, and they ſhould give this alto in- 
£6 the hands of the circuits Rewards. It the preachers 


tian, they ſhould immediately lodge what they rective in 
tbe hands of the town ſev. ards, that they nay rake cafe 
of it til! the quarterly meeting. 
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ſons ſhould be elected 10 attend the diarict meeting. 
And the lay :3 from the different circuits, ſhouid 
chooſe dme or two of their members to auend the conte- 
rente. All the collections ſhould be ſent to the perſons 
appointed, that they may take them to the conſerence, 
rr 8 
3 the quarterly meetings, houſes 

ſhould be parti conſidered. If chere be any houſe 
that ought to be built for the proſperity of the goſpel, 
i: will be poſlible, for the friends that ai e prgfent, to know 
how much can be raiſcd towards building how the mo- 
ney may be borrowed that is deficient, - ho will act as 
truſtees and give {ceurity for the money thatis to be boy- 
rowed, —how the intereit may be paid—and what af- 
fitance the houſe is likely to give the connexion, in help- | 
irg to ſupp!y the wants of preachers. In thele meetings 
i thould aifo be ſettled. what adiantags ou the one hand 
would ariſe from dividing a ct.cuil, aud 9 

* 


place of Crit J<fus, and become judges of other men's 


AR dur chapels that were built (by Gabſeription, have | 


been ſolemnly gedicated to God, for 
people: The fole intention of 
People in the places where they — 2 
ther to worlhip God, and be helped {or ward in their 


the ute of the 


pr ſſible for men to dete rinine forty years ago, with any 


degree of propriety, hw the prefect c« nyregations thasl 
warſhip God. I his was to be ſeitled by the contarence | 
and the pecpic. Our chapels are boutes cf mercy, past- 


was, that the | 


2 thoula be — uu was i- 
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Vin of the Lord be done. I repeat it 
— is a n cry hg of 
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r and partly by mo- 
nies borrowed on the premiſes. Truſtees were appoint· 
ed to be like guardian angels, to —  — 
for good, and ts foe that all ehaty niphte ave 


. 


tine. H »w can theſe men, with any degree of of iu, 


tice, ep out of their place, and give laws both to the 
and the preachers? ls nat this uſurping autoh- 
riry over God's heritage, and taking the place of Chriſt 
before all? If any doctrines contrary to methodiſm were 
preached in any chapel, they would have a 1 igt to in» 
terfere. But in other matters they cannot come for- 
ward, to prevent, a majority of the people people from worſhip. 
God as they p'cafe., without funing again Cris. 
„ deal more mo- 
ney than the debt upon them. IU hey will more than in- 
demnify themſe ves, This is the cafe with all the houſes 
which truftces have claimed a right to interfere in. In 
eonſequence of this, it will be very eaſy to relieve thoſe 
friends in the truſt, who are not willing for a majority 
of the people to determine in the matters that are now 
in our connexion. Should any refuſe to let the 
charity of ſubſcribers flow in its own channel, for the 
benefit of the people that worthip in any houſe, will not 
their conduct ſuſſicĩiemly evince, 1 
ther end in view, than che glory of God, and the 
of his canſe? But as moſt of our truſtees 


the 


thooght of being wyyuf? 1a Gad, and facrilegions o his 


people, they will ſpurn the thwaghe of preventing any con- 
ion trom worſhipping as they think is right before 
—— I have iuch confidence in many of the truſ- 


tees in thoſe places where the people wiſh tor the ſacra · 


tes from the different circuits cau read over what was 
determined at their quarterly meetings; and the united 
wiſdom of preachers and delegates from ſeveral circuits, } 
can ajuſt our matters in fuch a manner, that the conſe- | 


rence will have little to do, but to hear what is 


and confirm thoſe things which cannot be finally ela- 

to be 
given in at the conference. The deficiencies of all the 
preachers of the diſtrĩct, or their families, can be proper- - 


bliſh=d without their far-Qicn. In theſe 
diff-rent collections can be noticed, and 


Iv ated, and the conference have noching to do but to 
allow and pay the different fums. All extra bills, occa- 
ſioned by ſickneſs, or families in diſtreſs, can be conſider- 
ed. The wants of ſupernumary or ſuperanuated preach- 
ers or their widows, can be aſcertzived ; and cxpences of 
; to the conference or removing . 


pp q the preachers : every thing 
fare would be richly — At the ſame time, 
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N. ing brought forward the ſpiritual and temporal 

matters of our connexion to the meeting of the che- 
fence, Jet as confiler how they may be manrged there 
to the beſt advantage. 
It has been the complaint of of our N 
that our conferences have not bꝛen conducted with ſack 


love tothe fouls committed to our care. 1 
There are a tew things which may be conſidered as 
preliminaries, that would, it properiy attended to, have 
x good influence upon our conferences. 1. Lt _ 
thing be done that can be deviſed, in the quarte 
_ to expedite e conſer- 
See. 2. the delegates to draw rough plas, 
have ar leaſt fouc days before the e to bring 
forward their work as complete as paſhale. The minu- 
tes of the different diftrits may be of fingular uſe to 
them, when they contain all the information that the uni- 

ted wiſdom of the quarterly and diftri& meetings will a. 
ford. 3. Let as few preachers attend the conterence, as 
can tranſat the bafineſs of the different circuits. If we 
conſider, how much the work of God ſuffers in the cir 
cuits which are in the time of the conference ; 
and that too many —_ burden to the 
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derance to the work, we ſhall determine, to do 


thing in our power to prevent unneceſſary perſons ſi om 
attending. 4- Let the preachers that are appointed to 
artend the conference, be particularly remembered in the 


prayers of our friends ; that God may give them power 


to withſtand every temptation they meet with, and to 


live holily and. righteouſly before all. If thoſe that af- 
ſemble in conference, watch unto prayer themſelves, 
while thouſands of our people are bearing them on their 


hearts before the throne of grace, they will not only be | 
able to keep 2 conſcience void of offence in their great 


work, but will glorify God, in their bodies and tpirits, 
which are his. 5. Let as litile time be ipent as po ſſible, 


in going to, ing from. and in the conferences 6. 
Accept, without the haſt beftation, the help of delegates | 
From: the diſtrifts, that by their means, a good under. 
r between us and our pecple, 


and buſineſs forwarded as much as poſſible. 7. Let days 
of faſting and prayer be held before we leave our circuits, 


and not any days ſpent in theſe exerciſes, at the time of | 
the conferences : 


; unleſs in very critical caſes, as we ex- 

* an A Q | f * 
To make our conferences as expeditious as poſſible, it 
be well to attend to the following particulars. 1. 


e deed is filling up, let the preachers be prepa - 


and whoſe caſes could not be ajuſted in the di rict meet- 


ings, but muſt be heard in the conference. 4. Let the | 
F 
; umeraries.— 1 


| 
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time, that do not eſſęct the eſſentials of 


Ia ſettling 
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back on trĩia.— who ſhall FU on trial more than 
their four years, —a2t who ſhall be diſmiſſed for want of 
abilities for the work, either among thofe that are on 
trial, or thoſe that are in full connexion. 5. Let the 


rough plan of Rationing have a» few alterations made in 


it as poſſible. The committee are fuppoled to Rudy the 
general good of the connexion, and to Ration the preach» 


| © e's where their abilities will ſuit the circuits, and to pre- 


S Aſter they 
have laboured for ſeveral days to bring forward their 
work to perſection, no alterations, but thoſe which 
appear ab/alutely neceſſary, ſhould be made on any account 
6. After fiationing, the large miuutes ſhould be read o- 
ver, if neceffars, and all our laws reviſed, altered, or 
confirmed, and ſuitable advice given, that we uizy con- 
cut ourſelves in all things to be of ſervice to our con- 
ions and ſocieties, If the conference would ſuf. 
all our rules and laws to be carefully examined, and 
152raughly revfed and altered, as the ſtate of the connexion 
requires, and fix 4 time when they ſhould — . 
new examination, this would prevent a great deal laſs 
cf time in future conferences, till the time of examination 
ſhould return. Perhaps five or ſeven years would be 
long between the examinations. Becauſe bu 
laws and rulcs may wax old in that time, which could not 
well be diſeaſed with before : even lows ante ue. ane 
may re- 
vi te in five or even years, to be expunged or altered. 


a7% The preachers, who have travelled their four years, 


and are acceptable and uſeful, ſhould be received as ſoon 
as poth die, by that mode, which is conſidered moſt agree - 
1b:c to the word of God, and molt profitable to them ; 
hat they miy b2 prepared to go to their appointments 
without delay. 

our temporal affairs, we ſhould Tuffer the 
lay delegates from the diitrits to come forward, and to 
take an active part in all our matters. In a few minu- 
tes, the delegates belonging to a diſtrict can tell us, what 


is collected in each of the circuits for the yearly, —_— 
wood, and preachers-fund charities” 'The whole ſum 


each vill 150n be er 
being previouſly prepared by the delegates in their own 
mcclng. 3. Then hen the deficiences of the diſtrifts can be 

called 


1 b 
called over, and ** 


as poſſible. As many alterations in the diſburſeme pt will 
unavoidably take place, the delegates and the preat bers 


can fix the monies to be paid, to their mutual ſatistac- 
tion, and buſineſs go rapidly forward. The diſtricts will 
ſocn Ne e and if the book room cannot tup- 
ply what is deficient, the delegates can lay the late of 
our finances in detail before the different circuits, and 


— 


they will help us to the utmoſt of their power. For, | 


when they examine the accounts cf our varicus expentes, 
end find there is .nothirg but what is reaſorable and juſt, 
they will chearſully ec me forward to our help. 
3. The ſtate of Kings-wood ſchool will require inves- 
ion, It will be enquired, cannct the ſchool be re- 
moved in to ſome part ot Yorkſhire, where proviſions are 
cheaper ? Will not le wer maſters and ſervants manage 


the ichool? Cannot they keep ts £ hah, ws tank, 
cloath, waſh, and educate every boy for ſixteen or eitzh 


„ as they have done for 3 If they 


cunt be oppor for cn or weary pounds 2 
ſchool, 


E 


YE 


$* 


ers cannot manage the ſchool better, the delegates 
either put us vpon,a more excellent plan, or they would 
do ſomething more effectual: they would publiſh to the 
friends, in the different circuits, that the boys belong 
would coſt at many 


4 ies foppoſed by many 
thing to do with the pr: 22 collection. They 


5 


E 2. imagine 
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diag to the years he has travelled, whether he want them 


or not. It was fixed, that no man could riſe above 
thirty pounds a year, but the 9vi/m of ſome of our bre- 
ihren was mauiſeſt, in ſcekeng to rife in pounds to the years 
we have travelled. A widow, i her huſband 
has travelled thirty years, is to have thirty pounds per 


| annum for lite, whether ſhe contiane fingle, or marry « 


or a flner. 

The evils of this plan are many. It will 
old men, who are not fit for circuits, to 
Commemerarice, to increnh thr api Somme, 
they are not fit for the work of their — I 

a large ſum of money into the hands of preachers and 
ve whe have fortunes of their own, and have no 
need of it. 3. It will induce young women to do every 
thing that lays in their power, to engage old men to mar- 

ry them, that after their death, they may have the bene- 
ſel the fond, and the of , ' young d. 
bands, 4. It will prevent thoſe 
— — or 
hy exceſſive labaurs in the vineyard of Chrift, from having a 
demand for a ſuitable fupply of their real wants from 


the fund; and may make them mourn before the Lord 
in the 


— 
on circuits, who received him 1 cg 


Sad, will have abundance to live on, when he is 


nuated. $. Or the widow of ſuch a valuable man as 
Mc H may be diſtreſſed by the iron hand of poverty, 
becauſe her pious huſband, had the misforuune to be 
drowned, betore he had travelled a ſufficient number of 
years, to iatitle her to a ſuitable maintenance. 6. It is a 


ſecrilegious walle of money on the one hand, while on the 
It isa 


it expoſes valuable men and widows to want. 7. 
g the deſign ot the chariy. Many of our 
p2oxle would — throw their money into the ſea, 


3 


| conference, in every thing 


: f 
ſapply the en of thaſk who are truly ef . 
ty? See Trocman, and Freeman's letter on this ſub- 


very perſon, that ſuffers either reaſon or religi 


| dominion over him.. Let the real wants nf 2 


— ll the year 1791. And unleſs we return to 


it again, it would be juſt in our people, and, I believe do- 


ing Ged ſer vice, not to ſubſcribe a farthing more to this 


| Lund. For. while we whine and cant, like begging friers, 
to excite compaſſion in our friends, under a pretence of 


ſupporting and their widows, and 
proflitate their charity to fupport rich old men, and the 
young widows of old men, what Fefuit ever ated a baſer 
par: than ve af? ? Pardon my warmth on this ſubjeR. 
It former means had been effeQual, I ſhould not have 
come forward a ſecond time, to reprove and exort. It 
wauld he wicked to ſpeak on it, as a El reproved his 
fous. . 

5. The lay delegates would be ſingulacly uſeful to the 
that relates to bui 


chapels, —to indemaify diſaffected truſtees—and. 


worn out 


* 


ever relates to the outward proſperity of our cauſe, 


6. Let large minutes of all our proceedings in the con- 
ference be printed as ſoon as poſſible, and be cpen to the 


iaſpection of all our people. Let them be appointed to be 
read, in the fir quarter meeting after every cot. ferende. 


7. After theſe matters are ajuſted, and every thing 
h>nourably ſettled, which relates to all our ſoct᷑eties, let 
us bind ourſelves afreſh to God, at his own table, and 


aſter ſolema thankſgiving, let us haſten to our different 


c cuiis, 
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— plon uns adopted. Tam p*rſunded, 
the buſineſs of our conferences would be 11:nia&ed in a 
ſew days. I would hardly ever cx:ced a week. 
Our people would be perfectly ſatisfied, and moſt of the 

would rejoice, with joy unſpeakable and full 
of We ſhould experie::ce the bicfſ:d i« flaences of 
the Holy Spirit on our hearts, and the whole congexion 
would proſper under the direction ot the Lord our 
God. 


I have now finiſhed the ſcetch, which has ty gern · 
pied my attention. I have not the vanity to ſuppoſe, it 
is ſo perfect as it might be. Nor do I ima 
meet the approbation of all the brethren. I have the ho- 
nour to be connected with, in the glorions work of the 
miniſtry. God is my witneſs, that throughout the whole 
I] have ſtudied his glory, the good of our people, and the 
proſperity of the go:pel. I have not wiitully exaggera- 
ted any thing: but have ſuppreſſzd a number cf things, 
that would have illutrated my meaning; which n 
have been drawn from the exampl-s of different 


ties mov ne rock 1 
that 1 might finiſh my courje with joy, and te — * 
1 ofthe Liv Fee. to 400 the gaſped 
of the grace of God. 

If my brethren would but read with candour what 1 
have written, and weigh the Cifferent parts of this pam- 
ph'et deliberately in their own minds, I am perſuaded, they 


would fi2ad nothing i ia it contrary tv the ſcriptures of 


reaſon in their own breaſt. P: 
—Bigotry comrads the ſpirit, —Superſitivo fires the 


contrary to the principles of entightened 


i naginatĩon agaivit the intereſts of religion. An unrea - 
ſonable attachment to c cuſloms and forms of worſhip, 


leads us to vererate a number of things, that are aut 
founded on the ſcriptures of truth, —Purty ipirit, har- 
dens the heart, and leads thoſe that are wider its influ- 
eace, to rerile, reproach, and pcriccute, under a preteuce 
ot 


circuits, to watch aner the fouls committed ts our care ; anil 


eine, It will 


L 
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bliads the mind 
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God, and "FM wath —And the 


of 
. great Devil intolerance” would ever be forcing the con- 
ſciences of all, who cannot be convinced by = 
I: would eren burn at at a Rake, 1 

mandates, and refuſe to be ſubject to its laws. theſe 
be renounced, and then, my ſentiments will have an op- 
porrunity of being tried by the law and the acimony, 
and not by Suman creeds and plans, of even good men's 


inventing. | 
It is eaſy to fee, that quarterly, and ditri meetings, 
are every way adequate to the matters necefſary to 


tranſacted in any circuit, between the conferences. If 
our people be only allowed to fend their delegates, both 
to diſbi& meetirgs and to the chu erence, we ſhall ſoon 
fee to our pleaſure, the happy fruits of tuch an equitable 
meaſure. But if the. beſt preachers in the connexion 
were in a diſtri, and the people kept back from having 
any ſhare in our goverrment, or the management of our 
affairs, it would be impoſſible to give them pertect ſatis- 
faction. let them a 6s in thn future 
Reps we take for the proſperity of our: cauſe, and we 
ſhall have no in any of our departments. 
But would nct adopting what this pamphlet recom- 
mends, effeQually ſhut out all bi/ops, pr ieſfe, and deacons, 
trom having a roving commithon amongit vs? Perhaps 
this would be the conſequence. If it cauſed ſeveral of 
our worthy hrethren to hang down their heads like bull- 
ruſhes, it would conſtrain others to ſing for joy. Three 
—— ——— its 
appearance laſt conference. It was brought forward 
and ſupported by men ot the firſt rate abilities in our 
connexi2n : but they had the mortificatien of ſeeing it re- 


joſlodh by a valt mgerty of the preackers, in full con- 


neꝛion. 

It far under the idea cf a committee of five, 
to be called by the hamble name of a building comminee. 
Their office was to e xamine any aflair like that of Briſtol 
laſt year, and to determine whether a new chapel! ſhould 
be built or not, in caſe of a ſimilar divifion. We had, 
however, read of the fcigned burnility and power of peter 
and biſhops, and prevented their lordibips from 
the ſcaffold. One would have aſcended with his 


line and the ſquare, —another wich his apron cud ls ce. 
| | | "— 


IF 


K-35 


rr 


. 
# third, with a burden of bricks, 4 fourth with = 4:4 
full of mortar, —and my ford primate with the corner flone, 


that after he had laid it with the grace of vofuntary hm. 


Fey, they might all tand above us and our brethren, on 
the tower they had buiſt. and command our ſteps, white | 
we moves in a cir de below them. 

When they were defeated in this ſcheme, as hoy 
had breathed a little, they came directiy to the point, and 
wiſhed to have men appointed, to travel through the 
circuits, not 10 interfere with the concerns of the preachers ; 
but purely tor the benefit of our ſouls, and the ſouls of 
others. They were to be the ſervants of all: and only a 

de grod by their word and doctrine. One of them preact- 
ed up the advantages of itineracy; another told us (f 
the ſayings of Mr Wefl:y on this bead; while many 
looked with a' wi/h/ul eye toward the office of a methodifir= 
cal afofile. All was mcckneſs and bumility in propolal/ 
No titles above their brethren, No power or irfluence, 
but by the Na honour. cr reverence, but pmely 
for 1 ſake, No revenue but what they 
ſhould up the people, in their /ree donations. 
But alas! us Seth fide wn, 26d ng with ſuc-- 


| ceſs, this humble primitice plan. When they were defezt- 


bras time, they endeavoured to quiet themſelves. 
Aug boy ah ny hope, that the time may come, 
ke into the advantages, and necellity of 


After this deſeat, it was ſome time before their hearts 
ſuſſiciently revived, to make their laſt effort. It was 
however, at length length brought forward, with all the art and 
and elcquence of our chief ſpeaker, under the propoſal of 
2 committee of three, to be called an executive head, and 
to be in three parts of the kingdom remote from each 
other, to give energy to our laws. This bead of influence, 


placed upon our body in a triangular form, like a three 


cocked hat, was to do wonders % and for us. Tue very 
men were named who might be ſuitable for this curicus 
— ing propoſes which was neceſſary to 
ulders, But we either ſaw, or 

. io g ĩve 
us fimple innocent looks, and do nothing but blare af us, 
in another the face of an eagle, to pluct out aur eyes, and 
B 


: 
* 


8. 
= _ 
- 
: 
3. Aa} 
* 


* 180 a. — 
=y n — * k 
\ F.> 2% g 4 
2 * * -' — * — 1 
= - 
. - - , 
* . — = 
» IV; SJ * 
$ 6 , . 
* * - 
© » 8 = * 
11 5 5 
1 1 
4 4 . I - . Fe 
". - 
& i * , - 
> 4 - " 


1 * 
n 
Fi 


* 1 $ * * * + + = % _—_— : 
- „ + * 8 7 ” : 
*..; = 4 93 N 
e. dud. < 3 ＋ 
1 
_ —— ww ke —. ww > —_— an ” 
. * , 9 


2 : _ wo 2 * * p 
- y Fi 4 . . 3 2 , 
4 : , . 1 . 4+ 
. —— — „ 
«gag . 
— . 


7 


tees, ſhould we n efuſe to give up any power or privileges 


falt 


obtain the power and influence which they poſſeſz, with- 


already aitet dd to, by our preaciers in general. Mod 


( 53 ) 
of a lion, fo frighten us by l rearing, or e break ws on hir 
cen, iff we could not make our eſcape, by bis «merciful 
teeth, This led us again to reject the humble prepaſal, of 
our venerable fathers and brethren; and being the fame * 
majority as betore, we eaſily prevailed. Here ends the 
chapter of biſhops. 

It is generally ſuppoſed, where undue power is once 
graſped by any man, or number of men, it will never be | 
| yy ry gg. Let vs convince the world, 

it is ever poſſible for four or five hundred miniſters 
of Chriſt, to give up any power that we poſſeſs, which 
in the leaſt militates againſt the happineſs of our people. 
If this ſhould be done of our own free will, without any 
conſtraint from them, it wou d be tc the honour of our 
characters, and to the advantage of cur connexion. Put, 
while we complain of the undue influence of many trui- 


which belong to our peapie, we {hail convince them. au- 
are not feeling their welfare, but ae „ peru 
— v2 have already attained, and only wi 
for the truſtees to reſign their power, that <ve may be put 
into the pecciable poſſeſion, of as great a part cf it, as ue 
enn obtain. If we ſet Lie cruſiees a 28 example, in 


their duty, to tread in our ſleps. But iſ we endeavour to 


out firetching out our khuncs to remove thofe things 
which juſtiy couſtiain them, and our leudets, ſte warde, 
&c, to complain, they win conſi zer us as acting a farts 
auonious fypocritical part, a: d will Sooner ſoliow dur examme 
ple than om advice, in theſe matte: s. | 
Many things which this pamphlet recommerds are 


cf our brethi en will fiad wo cifliulty in freely giving up 
ay thing which appears vecetiary to be parted with, tor | 
the benefit of our pevpie. It is the net dere and the =» 
rar ng prayer of way veſpetiable pte. chers, that every 
grievance may be ſpecdiiy tedre dea, that we may labour 
with abundaut ſucces, to the atis tron of our fucigies 
and conugreg aticuis. it a en vio.erntly oppale ally 
alteraticu ii: our plan, of: tc lubLects we have conticered, 
it is to be c,, they — 4442 oi WRGLE influence 
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dieemer's ſoul and be ſatizfied ! May we conſtantiy glori- 


\' 59 ) 


mours and cries to prevail, we ſhall ex vurſelves to 
the joſt indignation, of thouſands of our beſt friends. 
But if we determine to let every thing 

foundation, the Gd of glor 


and bleſs us. We ſhall go on proſperouſly, and great 
grace will reſt vpm ns. 


As we profeis that Ch; id is the ſapreine head of the 
church, and that we ſhouldonly own him for our maſ- 
ter, in matters of a religious nature, let us take his re- 
revealed will for the rule of our con duct. an 1 determine 


in every thing to confarm to it. When our doctrines 


and diſcipline exactly with the living oracles of 
God, we thall walk in the light as he is in it; and the 
blood of Jetus Chriſt his Son, ſhall c:eanie us from all 
ſin. 


May ſuch a f glorious cha be wrought in all our 
hearts, by the L. Spirit of God. that 
may be ſubject to Chriſt rl; head in all things 
May we all ſpeak the ſame thing, that there may be 
no ſchiſms among us, but th it we may be perfectly join 
ed together, in the ſame mind, and in the ſame j 
ment ! May we preach the goſpel with the Holy G 
ſent down from above, and tee of the travels of our R 
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fy God in our bodies and ſpirits which are G2ds ; and 
as a people, teſtify to all the world, that we have not be- 
heved in vain ! May the Lord guide us by his counſel and 
afterwards aus and dat ard 


N. B. Inourlate' conference Mr » 
the idea of our methodiſtical government being revolu- 
tionary. He ſaid our rules muff be fixed, and rictiy ut- 
tended to: otherwiſe our people will place no confidence 
in us. One oſ the rules of pacification runs thus. No 
pamphlet or printed letter ſhall be circulated among us, 
without the author's name, and the poſtage or carriage 
paid. The above rule had not been made a month, be- 
fore Mr M name and two others, at 2 
printed letter, which was circulated without tbe poſtage be. 
ing paid. How eaſy it is to make rules, and to forget in 
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